


The Moss-Thorns Gallery

For many years, the Department of Art and Design was spread out among a number of buildings and 
never had a formal gallery. In 1969, John C. Thorns, Jr. first presented his vision to the college 
administration for a regional art museum with educational laboratories to house the Department of 
Art. With the completion of Rarick Hall in the spring of 1981, Thorns' vision was realized.
When it first opened, the gallery was called the Visual Arts Center Gallery. It was rededicated the 
Moss-Thorns Gallery of Art on October 11, 1987, during the annual homecoming activities. The 
gallery was renamed for Joel C. Moss (chair of the department from 1946 to 1973) and John C. 
Thorns, Jr. (chair from 1973 to 1990).
Connected to the The Schmidt Foundation Center for Art & Design, the Moss-Thorns Gallery is 
home to various student art exhibits, faculty shows and traveling exhibits throughout the year. During 
the fall and spring, the gallery is open Monday - Friday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.



Joel Moss



Cityscape

Joel Moss



Village Market

Joel Moss
Collage



Poster Design from Original Painting

Signed by Joel Moss
1983



Unknown

Joel Moss
Watercolor
1957



Portrait

Joel Moss
Photograph



Unknown

Joel Moss
1955
Donated by Class of 1954



The Bath

Joel Moss
Collage
From the Collection of Mr. & Mrs. Ficken



Unknown

Joel Moss



Deserted House

Joel Moss



Intratelluric

Joel Moss
Ceramic



John C. Thorn



Perspective – Church Design

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media
1970



Interior Church Design

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media



Fish

John C. Thorns
Casein
1955



Kansas – Sky Series

John C. Thorns
Acrylic Collage



Unknown

John C. Thorns
Watercolor
1964



Urban Renewal

John C. Thorns
Collage



Natural Disturbance

John C. Thorns
Acrylic Collage
1988



Unknown

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media Collage



Southwest – Cliff Dwellers

John C. Thorns
Collage



Victorian Portrait

John C. Thorns
Acrylic Collage
1989



City Scene

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media Collage



Celestial Planes

John C. Thorns
Collage on Masonite
1958



Unknown

John C. Thorns



Kansas Storehouse

John C. Thorns
Collage on Masonite
1956



Unknown

John C. Thorns
1963



Market Place

John C. Thorns
Acrylic Collage
1983



Cavern

John C. Thorns
Collage
1973



Warm & Cool

John C. Thorns
Watercolor
1961



Bolton at Dusk

John C. Thorns
Acrylic Collage
1983
From the Collection of Dr. & Mrs. Donald Stout



City Illusion

John C. Thorns
Watercolor
1963



Farm Buildings

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media Collage
From the Collection of Dr. & Mrs. Donald Stout



Landscape Ribbons

John C. Thorns
Watercolor
1966



Summer Light Show

John C. Thorns
Acrylic Collage
1988



Abstract Landscape

John C. Thorns
Watercolor on M and M paper
1965



Untitled

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media Collage
From the Collection of Dr. & Mrs. Donald Stout



Reredos

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media Collage
1998



Underwater Jewels

John C. Thorns
Mixed Media Collage
1998
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