ART 889 CONCEPTS OF ART
Mondays from 5:00 — 7:45 pm
Schmidt Foundation Center for Art and Design, Room 103

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:
Erica S. Bittel

Instructor, Department of Art and Design

Schmidt Foundation Center for Art and Design, Room 217

e-mail — esbittel@fhsu.edu

Office Hours:
M/W/F:9:00-11:00 am
T: 9:00 — 10:30 am

Appointments by request.

COURSE INFORMATION:

Pre-requisites: none, but the course is recommended for all graduate students.

This course is an in-depth study of the philosophical concepts and methodologies of art and art

history as well as the development of a clear and concise view of personal creativity.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

e Analyze and evaluate the theories of art of the past, the methodologies of art, and
contemporary art issues.

¢ Relate past theories of art to contemporary art theories and issues.

e Compare and describe the relationship of the student’s art to contemporary art

theories and issues.

COURSE RESOURCES:
The Methodologies of Art: An Introduction, 2" edition

by Laurie Schneider Adams

Publisher: Westview Press
ISBN: 978-0-8133-4450-8

Art and Art History Research Guide: https://libguides.unomaha.edu/art/free

Forsyth Library A-Z Databases: https://fhsuguides.fhsu.edu/az/databases

Forsyth Library Art History Research Guide: https://fhsuguides.fhsu.edu/arthistory

Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation
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EVALUATION AND GRADING:

Attendance / Participation 300 points
Readings / Summaries / Discussion 300 points
Artistic Development Paper / Presentation 400 points
Total: 1000 points

Grading Scale:

100=90 = A
89=80 =B
79-70 =C
69-60 =D
59-0 =U

Grading will be based on the substance, clarity, and quality of work, and the effort made to learn
the material and contribute in a positive way to your personal success in the class. An

uln

Incomplete (or “I”) grade will only be given in extreme cases and at the discretion of the

instructor.

Readings / Summaries / Discussion

Several readings will be assigned over the course of the semester (links are provided on
Blackboard), and discussions will be held during class. Each student will be assigned readings
to summarize and lead the class in discussion. The student leading will be expected to provide
handouts for the class, which should include a summary of the reading/s and questions or

points for discussion. Participation comprises part of your final grade and will be recorded.

Artistic Development Paper / Presentation

In this paper and presentation, the student will develop a clear and concise artist statement and
discuss the development of his/her art and style. The length requirement for the paper is 5-6
pages; the presentation should be shown as a PowerPoint, incorporating visual images of the

student’s art and artistic influences.

The paper must address each of the topics listed below:

(however, the student is certainly not limited to this list!)
o discuss the beginning of your interest in art (include early examples of your art)

e examine the sources of your art:



- what artists or movements have influenced and inspired your work?
- how has your work developed since you began to create art?
- what prompted these changes?
o discuss the concepts / methodologies / theories you aim to express through your art
- include AT LEAST TWO concepts / methodologies / theories discussed over
the course of the semester
e address how your art fits in with contemporary art and/or how it relates to art of the past

e consider the direction of your art in the future; what new developments do you foresee?

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is required as this is a discussion-based course. Frequent absences will therefore

jeopardize your final grade. It is your responsibility to make up all materials missed due to
absence. More than one UNEXCUSED absence will result in a deduction from your final grade

(typically an entire letter grade).

If you miss a discussion, presentation, and/or deadline because of illness or other emergency,
you must notify me as soon as possible. Opportunities to make up missed work will ONLY

be given for DOCUMENTED reasons involving personal, medical, or family emergencies,

otherwise, the student will receive a zero for attendance, participation, and work missed.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES:
ALL cell phones / electronic devices must be PUT AWAY and SILENCED while students are in

class. The use of laptop computers is permitted ONLY if students are using the computers to

take notes or for purposes related to the class. Attendance and/or participation points may be

deducted due to unauthorized use of devices in class.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

All assignments must be your own work! Visual and/or written plagiarism will not be tolerated.

Students are encouraged to read FHSU’s Academic Honesty Policy, which is found in the
University Catalog and online at:

http://www.fhsu.edu/academic/provost/handbook/ch 2 academic honesty/

USE OF GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al):

The statement below was developed by FHSU's Writing Across the Curriculum committee to

accompany the professional and ethical concerns of the academic honesty policies at FHSU.


http://www.fhsu.edu/academic/provost/handbook/ch_2_academic_honesty/

The use of Al-generated texts is strictly prohibited in this course. Assignments that are
suspected of or found to be plagiarized or employ the use of unauthorized Al tools will
be subject to the University Academic Honesty Policy and may result in a O for the

assignment, failure of the course, and, if warranted, expulsion from FHSU.

SPECIAL LEARNING CONDITIONS / ACCOMMODATIONS:

Fort Hays State University, in accordance with The Americans With Disabilities Act, provides

assistance and resources for students with disabilities. The Student Accessibility Services office
is located within Health and Wellness Services in the Fischli-Wills Center for Student Success,
Room 301, 785-628-4401. This is the appropriate office for students, faculty or staff to contact to
verify and notify the University of a student's documented disability. After verification of a
documented disability, the Student Accessibility Services office will initiate a request for
services. Students should contact the instructor within the first two weeks of class if they require
special accommodations for test taking, carrying out assignments, or any other need for

assistance.

TITLE IX:

FHSU is committed to fostering a safe and productive learning environment. Title IX makes it
clear that violence and harassment based on sex, gender, and gender identity are Civil Rights
offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to
offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. This includes all
types of gender and relationship violence, sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, domestic and
dating violence, and stalking. If you wish to report an incident or have questions about school
policies and procedures regarding Title IX issues, please contact Amy Schaffer, University
Compliance Officer and the FHSU Title IX Coordinator, at alschaffer@fhsu.edu or (785) 628-

4175. The Compliance Officer can help connect you to campus and outside resources, discuss

all of your reporting options, and assist with any concerns you may have.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES:
e FHSU Tiger Tech: https://www.fhsu.edul/tigertech/
e Forsyth Library: http://www.fhsu.edu/library

e Writing Center: https://www.fhsu.edu/writingcenter/index
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TIMELINE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS:

(subject to modification)

Week 1 (January 22)

Introduction

Week 2 (January 29)
Plato

Week 3 (February 5)

Avristotle

Week 4 (February 12)

Formalism and Style

Week 5 (February 19)

Iconography

Week 6 (February 26)

Marxism, Orientalism, Colonialism, and Racial lconography

Week 7 (March 4)

Feminism and Gender

INTERIM

Week 9 (March 11)
SPRING BREAK!

Week 10 (March 18)
Biography
Autobiography

Week 11 (March 25)

Structuralism and Post-Structuralism



Week 12 (April 1)

Deconstruction

Week 13 (April 8)
Freud

Week 14 (April 15)

Winnicott and Lacan

Week 15 (April 22)
Aesthetics and Psychoanalysis: Roger Fry and Roland Barthes

Week 16 (April 29)
Artistic Development Papers due at the beginning of class — NO EXCEPTIONS

Artistic Development Presentations

Week 17 (May 6)
FINALS WEEK
Artistic Development Presentations

Wrap-up and conclusion



