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FACULTY HAPPENINGS

The following faculty have been awarded Summer
Research and Creative Activity Funds for 2002:
Drs. Greg Farley, Karen Hickman, Duane
Hinton, and William Stark. The funds will be used
to support their research on the following projects:
Post-breeding Dispersal of Migratory Birds in
Western Kansas — Farley; Assessment of Old
World Bluestem'’s Invasive Characteristics —
Hickman; Role of Extracellular Matrix Receptors
in Regulating Cardiac Myoctye Differentiation —
Hinton; and An Assessment of American Water
Willow in Cedar Bluff Reservoir — Stark.

Dr. Elmer J. Finck reviewed a book entitled Great
Wildlife of the Great Plains by Paul Johnsgard for
the University Press of Kansas.

Dr. Robert Nicholson was appointed to the
Tallgrass Prairie National Advisory Committee for
the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve. The
preserve is a 3,800 ha native tallgrass prairie in
the Flint Hills of Kansas near Strong City.

Dr. Robert Nicholson also was appointed to a
3-year term on the Society for Range
Management Range Consultants Certification
Panel.

Dr. Elmer J. Finck has been named to the Smoky
Valley Ranch Stewardship Committee for the
Kansas Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. The
committee is charged with providing a long-term
management plan for the Smoky Valley Ranch,
which is 16,320 acres of mixed and short grass
Prairie in Logan County.

Dr. William Stark and Mark Eberle attended a
Gap Analysis Program (GAP) workshop at Konza
Prairie Biological Station on 16 November 2001.
The Gap Analysis Program involves regional
assessments of the conservation status of native
species and natural land cover types and
facilitates the application of this information to land
management activities. GAP is conducted as
state-level projects and is coordinated by the US
Geological Survey Biological Resources Division.

It is a cooperative effort among regional, state,
and federal agencies, and private groups. The
November meeting at Konza was organized by Dr.
Keith Gido of Kansas State University to provide
an overview of the Aquatic GAP that is being
initiated in Kansas. Participants also were
encouraged to provide input on existing data and
possible applications of Aquatic GAP in the state.
The meeting was attended by representatives
from Kansas State University (the hosts),
University of Kansas Museum of Natural History,
Fort Hays State University, Emporia State
University, Pittsburg State University, Kansas
Department of Wildlife & Parks, Kansas
Department of Health & Environment, Kansas
Biological Survey, US Fish & Wildlife Service, and
The Nature Conservancy.

GRADUATE STUDENTS

As the new semester begins, it marks the
beginning of the end for some and the just the
beginning for others. As they join our current grad
students for the Spring 2002 semester, we
welcome Cheryl Schmidt (BS 2001), and
Margaret Kritsch (BS K-State 1999).

ODDS AND ENDS

On the morning of December 15, faculty members
Drs. Greg Farley, Elmer Finck, Eric Gillock,
Karen Hickman, Frank Potter, Bill Stark, and
students Matt Bain, Brian Bartels, Sara Kay
Carrell, Eric Johnson, Stephen Kolarik,
Margaret Kritsch, Nichole Lambrecht, Jason
Luginbill, Curtis Schmidt, Jim Schmidt, Dane
Straight, Jamie Timson, Trevor VanEaton, and
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Curtis Wolf participated in the National Audubon
Society Hays Christmas Bird Count for 2001. This
year's count was unique, as usual, with
observations of over 8,000 individual birds of 61
different species. The main highlight for this
year’'s event was the observations of the first
Virginia Rail ever to be seen throughout the history
of the Christmas bird count.
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