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ALUMNI NEWS 
Alumni Reunion Breakfast 

A large number of alumni, many with two degrees from 
FHSU’s Department of Biological Sciences, attended 
the 2002 Annual Meeting of the Society for Range 
Management in Kansas City, Missouri, at the Marriott 
Downtown Kansas City. Most all attended the breakfast 
reunion on Sunday, 17 February in honor of Dr. Jerry 
Tomanek (BS 1942, MS 1947) who lives nearby in 
Olathe. He was presented with a plaque representing 
the Award that he was to receive from the SRM later in 
the afternoon. That award was presented by one of his 
former students, Dr. Rod Heitschmidt, (BS 1967, MS 
1968) who is the incoming 2002-03 President of the 
Society. At least two alums and former SRM 
Presidents, Dr. Gary Donart (BS 1962, MS 1963) and 
Mr. Dan Merkel (BS 1957, MS 1958) were in 
attendance. Several alums are also past recipients of 
Achievement Awards from SRM including Donart, 
Merkel, Heitschmidt, and Dr. Dale Bartos (BS 1966, 
MS 1968). Also in attendance were four current 
graduate students from FHSU and one faculty member, 
Dr. Robert Nicholson (BS 1967, MS 1968).  
 
In addition to those listed above, the following FHSU 
alums were also in attendance. (There may have been 
others and our apologies if you are not listed): Willard 
Phillips (BS 1957); Gale Wolters (BS 1961, MS 
1962); Dale Kirkham (BS 1965); John Brock (BS 
1966, MS 1968); Arnold Mendenhall (BS 1967); 
Mike Pellant (BS 1974, MS 1977); Dave Price (BS 
1976, MS 1978); Nadine Bishop (BS 1977, MS 1981); 
Joel Brown (BS 1977); Mark Sexson (BS 1977, MS 
1979); Chris Hahn (BS 1980); Brian Northup (BS 
1984, MS 1990); Tom Norman (BS 1985, MS 1988); 
Mike Karl (MS 1986), Carol Blocksome (MS 1992); 
and Daryl Mergen (MS 1991) 
 
The four graduate students in attendance were Jan 
Steier (current MS candidate), Margaret Kritsch, 
Sara Kay Carrell (BS 2000), Cheryl Schmidt (BS 
2001), and Chris Tecklenburg (BS 2001). 

 
Dr. Gerald W. Tomanek (BS 1942, MS 1947) was 
honored Feb. 17 with the Distinguished Service Award 
at the Society for Range Management national meeting 
in Kansas City, Mo. The award is presented by the 

SRM to an individual for important contributions to the 
profession. 

Heitschmidt (seated) and Nicholson(center) 
present plaque to Dr. Tomanek 

 
Dr. Tomanek was born in 1921 in Quinter. He received 
his B.S. in 1942 and M.S. in 1947, both from FHSU 
and both in botany, and his Ph.D. in ecology from the 
University of Nebraska in 1951. In 1947, Tomanek 
began his career at FHSU as an instructor of biology. 
From 1956 to 1972 he served as Chair of the 
Botany/Biology Department before moving into 
administration, serving as Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs from 1972 to 1975 and as University President 
from 1975 until his retirement in 1987. 

 
Dr. Tomanek was actively involved in research and 
published numerous papers in state, national, and 
international journals. He has given hundreds of 
illustrated talks and technical presentations on plants 
and animals of the prairie. He also traveled to Argentina 
in 1961 on a U.S. State Department-sponsored trip to 
help ranchers with range management issues. 
 
Tomanek's previous honors include the FHSU Alumni 
Achievement Award, the Native Sons and Daughters of 
Kansas Kansan of the Year Award, the Kansas Wildlife 
Society Conservation Educator of the Year Award, the 
Kansas Association of Soil Conservation Service 
Districts Distinguished Service Award, and the Society 
for Range Management Trail Boss Award. The building 
that currently houses the Computing Center, Geo-
sciences, Chemistry, and Physics at FHSU, completed 
in 1995, was named after him. 
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Another FHSU graduate was recently honored when he 
was featured in the "People File" in the Smithsonian 
magazine. Dr. Jerry Dragoo (MS 1988) was featured 
for his research into the habits and history of skunks. 
Dragoo is currently an assistant professor of biology at 
the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque and is 
considered a world expert on the biology of skunks. 
The article stimulated public interest in Dragoo's Web 
site, The Dragoo Institute for the Betterment of Skunks 
and Skunk Reputations (www.dragoo.org). Despite all 
the attention, Dragoo's focus has not shifted from his 
goal to secure funding for research on rabies in skunks 
of the Southwest. He just wishes grant proposal 
reviewers would be as interested in skunks as is the rest 
of the world. 
 

FACULTY HAPPENINGS 
Congratulations to Dr. Eric Gillock for his 
appointment to graduate faculty on February 19, 2002 

Drs. Bill Stark and Elmer Finck attended the Kansas 
Nongame Advisory Council meeting in Topeka on 
February 27th. The council welcomed former governor 
Mike Hayden (MS 1974), who recently became the 
Secretary of the Kansas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks. 
 
Dr. Elmer Finck attended the Kansas Chapter of Quail 
Unlimited meeting in Emporia on February 23rd.  
 
Dr. Karen Hickman and her graduate students Sara 
Kay Carrell, Margaret Kritsch, Cheryl Schmidt and 
Jan Steier attended the Annual Meeting of the Society 
for Range Management in Kansas City, Missouri, 
February 14-18. While at the meeting, Dr. Hickman 
presented four posters representing research she is 
conducting in the Blackland Prairie of Texas. These 
research projects are a portion of the collaborative 
effort she established in 1997 with researchers Justin 
Derner and Brian Wilsey at the USDA Agricultural 
Research Service laboratory in Temple, TX.  She 
authored "Altered Precipitation Regimes in Tallgrass 
Prairie: Plant Species Richness and Diversity" and 
"Altered Precipitation Regimes in Tallgrass Prairie: 
Plant Community Composition" and was co-author for 
"Altered Precipitation Regimes in Tallgrass Prairie: 
Biomass Response" and "Altered Precipitation Regimes 
in Tallgrass Prairie: Net Ecosystem Carbon Exchange." 
 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Biology graduate students Cheryl Schmidt, Jan Steier, 
and Margaret Kritsch attended the annual High 
Altitude Revegetation Workshop in Fort Collins, CO, 

March 5-7. They met with representatives from 
Colorado State University, US Forest Service, Animal 
Plant Health Inspection Service, and BLM to discuss 
various ecological issues related to using native versus 
non-native plant species in revegetation plans and 
chemical control of invasive species. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
Dr. Joseph Thomasson had an article, "Using Digital 
Imaging in Classroom and Outdoor Activities" pub-
lished in the February 2002 issue of The American 
Biology Teacher, a magazine focusing on biology in all 
levels of education. The article describes ways he's 
integrated digital photography into his laboratory and 
fieldwork and recommends equipment for other 
teachers who would like to incorporate this technology 
into their classrooms. Thomasson is also planning on 
teaching a class this summer aimed at educating 
teachers in the use of digital photography. It is designed 
primarily for teachers as an introduction to digital 
equipment and methods. 
 
Dr. Thomasson also received some international 
recognition when his research at the Minium Fossil Dig 
Site in Graham County was described in a London 
book, The Forgiveness of Nature: The Story of Grass, 
written by Graham Harvey and published in 2001. 
Thomasson is currently writing a grant proposal to the 
Hansen Foundation of Logan for funding to continue 
excavation at the Minium site. The Minium dig 
provides the opportunity for biology students to get 
valuable experience in the field. 
 

ODDS AND ENDS 
Dr. Howard Reynolds, Professor Emeritus of Botany, 
will be sharing an office with Mark Eberle in 
Albertson Hall 157. Dr. Reynolds will continue his 
research on the "Flora of Ellis County, Kansas," as well 
as his duties of Adjunct Curator of the Elam 
Bartholomew Herbarium of the Sternberg Museum of 
Natural History. He also continues to serve as advisor 
to the department's greenhouse staff. 

http://www.dragoo.org)/

	ALUMNI NEWS
	FACULTY HAPPENINGS
	
	GRADUATE STUDENTS
	PUBLICATIONS
	ODDS AND ENDS





