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FACULTY HAPPENINGS

Nineteen Fort Hays State University faculty members
were honored at the annual Tenure and Promotion
Reception on April 23 in the Stouffer Lounge of the
Memorial Union on the FHSU Campus. Dr. Elmer
Finck was among the six faculty members who were
granted tenure. Dr. Karen Hickman was granted
tenure and promoted from assistant professor to
associate professor.
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Dr. Frank Potter organized and participated in a
Sigma Xi presentation on genetically modified
organismsin agriculture on March 14, 2002. Dr. Pat
Coyne, Director of the Kansas State University
Agricultural Research Center-Hays, presented a 30
minute power point introduction of the benefits and
concerns of GMO in agriculture for crop production
and improvement. Dr. Potter, along with Dr. Jean
Gleichsner, Agriculture Department at Fort Hays State
University, participated in the discussion. In other
Sigma Xi news, Dr. Potter was elected, at the annual
meeting, president for the coming academic year.

GRADUATE STUDENTS

The following students completed the requirements for
the MS degree in Biology at Fort Hays State University
this spring. Their mgjor professor is listed following
their name.

Scott Newland (BS 98) Dr. Greg Farley
Jan Steier - Dr. Karen Hickman
Jonathan Storm - Dr. Jerry Choate
Jamie Timson (BS 99) Dr. Greg Farley

Dr. Choate reports that Jon Storm has been admitted as
aPh.D. student at Indiana State University beginning in
the fall.

ODDS AND ENDS

On Monday May 20, 2002, Eric Bartholomew
(undergraduate student), Brian Bartels (graduate
student) and Dr. Elmer J. Finck went to Oakley, KS
where Eric and Brian presented a management plan for
the Smoky Valley Ranch to the stewardship sub-
committee of The Nature Conservancy.
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The 2002 Science Research Showcase was held on
campus April 26, 2002. The following students from
Biological Scienceswon poster awards: First prize
graduate student went to Cheryl D. Schmidt (BS 01)
for her poster entitled "Gap size requirements for
establishment of native and non-native grasses'.
Second prize graduate student went to James Schmidt
(BS99) for his poster entitled " Abundance and
distribution of grassland-nesting birds on Crescent Lake
National Wildlife Refuge, Nebraska'. Third prize
graduate student went to Sara Kay Carrell (BS 00) for
her poster entitled "The effects of grazing management
on flowering phenology in the mixed grass prairie"
Third prize undergraduate went to Andrea Keil for her
poster entitled " Forensic bloodstain interpretation:
expiatory vs. impact patterns'. Thus, students from our
department won all three graduate student awards and
one of three of the undergraduate student awards.
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A new exhibition, IN THE DARK: WORLDS
WITHOUT LIGHT, opens at the Sternberg Museum
over the Memorial Day weekend. This exhibition,
produced by the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History,
explains how animalslive in dark environments (at
night, in caves, in soil, and at the bottom of the sea). It
includes numerous interactive elements that are fun and
educational for both children and adults. IN THE
DARK will be at the Sternberg Museum through
September 8, 2002.
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FHSU hosted the 124th Annual Meeting of the Kansas
Academy of Science on April 12-13, 2002.
Approximately 180 academic and agency scientists, as
well as undergraduate and graduate students from
around the state attended the event. Thisyear's
meeting was held in conjunction with the Kansas
Wildlife Society. Participants attended a banquet
Friday evening in the Memorial Union Ballroom, after
which keynote speaker Joe Collins described his
experiencesin thefield of herpetology. Saturday’s
activitiesincluded five concurrent technical sessions, a
poster session, a second presentation by Mr. Collins
following lunch, and a student awards ceremony. A
total of 48 individual s presented their research findings
during the concurrent technical sessions held in both
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Albertson and Tomanek Halls. During the poster
session in Tomanek Hall, 39 participants discussed their
research with attendees before and during the morning
sessions. Several Fort Hays State University students
were honored with presentation awards, and
represented our program very well.

Biology's Curtis Wolfe won 1st placein the
Undergraduate Poster Category with his research on
“Impact of a Cattle Feedlot on Diatom Diversity on the
Smokey Hill River, Kansas’. Another Biology major,
Chad Johnson (Effects of Old World Bluestem
[Bothriochloa ischaemum] on Insect Diversity in the
Mixed-grass Prairie) and Biology minor Miles Stearns
(Neural Computing for the Purpose of Image
Classification) tied for 3rd place in the same category.

Several Master’s students were also honored with
presentation awards. Jamie Timson (BS 99) was
awarded 1% place in the Graduate Student Posters
category for her work on “Breeding Productivity and
Post-fledging Movements of House Wrens (Troglodytes
aedon)”; Sara Kay Carrell (BS 00) was awarded 3"
place in the same category for her presentation on
“Effects of Grazing Management on Flowering
Phenology in the Mixed Grass Prairie”.

All winning posters are currently displayed on the 3rd
and 4th floors of Albertson; additional student posters
from the meeting are displayed in the computer lab in
Albertson 321.

Master’s candidate Jan Steier placed 2nd in the
Masters Oral Presentation category for her recently
completed study on “Effects of Old World Bluestem
(Bothriochloa ischaemum) on Avian and Arthropod
Communitiesin the Mixed-grass Prairie".

The award winning student presentations were co-
authored by Drs. Rob Channell, Greg Farley and
Karen Hickman. The FHSU students were competing
with students from the University of Kansas, Kansas
State, Wichita State, Pittsburg State and Emporia State
Universities, as well as a number of private and
community colleges. The Kansas Academy of Science
compiled an abstract book (Volume 21) that contains al
abstracts submitted for oral and poster presentations.

The following students also presented their original
research:

UNDERGRADUATES - Eric Hoch (Identification of
Empidonax Flycatchers During Fall Migration);
Andrea Keil (Forensic Bloodstain I nterpretation:
Expiratory vs. Impact Patterns)

GRADUATES— Matt Bain (BS 00) (Evidence of
Ecologica and Genetic I nteractions between Greater
and Lesser Prairie Chicken [ Tympanuchus] in Remnant
Mixed-grass Prairie); Jason Luginbill (An Isolated

Topeka Shiner [ Notropis topeka] Population in Western
Kansas and Implications for Introduction into a
Modified Refugia); Cheryl Schmidt (BS 01) Gap Size
Requirements for Establishment of Native and non-
Native Grasses); Curtis Schmidt (BS 99) (Sharon
Springs Rattlesnake Roundup Status Report and
Demographics of the Western Rattlesnake [Crotolus
viridis]; Jim Schmidt (BS 99) (Abundance and
Distribution of Grassland-Nesting Birds on Crescent
Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Nebraska)

Thelocal host committee was chaired by Dr. Karen
Hickman, with Dr. Paul Adams (Physics), Dr. Greg
Farley, Dr. Duane Hinton and Greg Liggett
(Sternberg Museum) acting as committee members.
Thelocal committee was assisted by numerous
undergraduate and graduate students: M att Bain, Brian
Bartels, Sara Kay Carrell, Jeff Conley, Justin
Hoffman, Chad Johnson, Eric Johnson, Mar gar et
Kritsch, Jason Luginbill, John Moyer, the Physics
Club, Cheryl Schmidt, Curtis Schmidt, Jim Schmidt,
David Spalsbury, Jan Steier, and Curtis Wolfe.
Moderators for the technical sessionsincluded Dr. Bill
Stark, Dr. Eric Gillock, Dr. Greg Farley, Dr. Richard
Lisichenko, and Dr. John Heinrichs. Judges for the oral
presentations and poster presentations included all
moderators and Dr. Robert Nicholson and Dr. Elmer
Finck.
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There will be no newsletter published during the
summer, so we will see you in the fall. Have agood
summer!!
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