
Docking Institute of Public Affairs

Student Staff

Patrick R. Miller, Ph.D.
Kent State University
Political Science

Luis Montelongo, M.B.A.
Educational Management Solutions
National Market Coordinator

Claire Nickerson, M.L.I.S.
Fort Hays State University
Tebo Library

Lori Peek, Ph.D.
University of Colorado – Boulder
Sociology

Chapman Rackaway, Ph.D.
Radford University
Political Science

Wendy Rohleder-Sook, J.D.
Fort Hays State University
Chair, Communication Studies, Law,
& Political Science

Samuel Schreyer, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Economics, Finance & Accounting

Kevin A. Shaffer, M.S., CCAI
Fort Hays State University 
Informatics

Michael A. Smith, Ph.D.
Emporia State University
Political Science 

Morgan Steele, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Criminal Justice

Jay Steinmetz, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Political Science

April N. Terry, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Criminal Justice

Stephanie Weigel, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Psychology

Greg Weisenborn, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Management

Joseph Aistrup, Ph.D.
Auburn University 
Professor – Political Science 
Docking Institute Director, 1999 – 2002

Mark Bannister, J.D.
Boise State University 
Dean – College of Business & Economics
Docking Institute Director, 1992 – 1999

Gary Brinker, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University 
Professor – Sociology 
Docking Institute Director, 2008 – 2017

Preston Gilson, Ph.D. 
Fort Hays State University
Emeritus – Finance

Larry Gould, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University 
Political Science (Retired)
Docking Institute Founder & Director, 1984 – 1991 

Leslie Z. Paige, M.S., Ed.S., NCSP
Fort Hays State University

Projects (Retired) 

We are here for you! The Docking 
Institute staff welcomes the challenge
of meeting your organization’s needs,
and, as appropriate, we invite policy
fellows to projects to help ensure that
the insights from our work are always
expertly informed. We invite you to
review our 2025 projects and client list.
Visit our website for more details about
the activities that interest you and,
follow us on LinkedIn for posts
highlighting successes of organization
and community initiatives. Never 
hesitate to reach out to us for a 
conversation about how the Docking 
Institute might assist your organization
or community.

Paul Adams, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Dean, College of Education

Micki Armstrong, M.S.
Fort Hays State University
Coordinator/Mediator
Family Development - 
Services (Retired)

Reese Barrick, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Director, Sternberg Museum of 
Natural History

Emily Breit, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Economics, Finance
& Accounting

Melissa Dixon, B.F.A.
Hays Convention
& Visitors Bureau

Larry Dreiling, M.S., F.A.A.E.
Freelance Journalist

Robert Duffy, M.A.
Fort Hays State University
Drug & Alcohol Counselor

D. Nicole English, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Sociology

Jesse Jacobs, D.B.A, C.B.E.
Fort Hays State University
Economics, Finance 
& Accounting

Thomas Johansen, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Economics, Finance 
& Accounting

Scott R. Jones, Ed.S.
Missouri Department of Elementary
& Secondary Education

Becky Kiser, M.S.
Hays Post / Eagle Radio
News Reporter

Jean Majercin, M.P.S.
Fort Hays State University
Sociology

Richard Lisichenko, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Geosciences

Deborah Ludwig, M.L.S.
Fort Hays State University
Forsyth Library (Retired)

Mary Martin, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Applied Business Studies

Kate McGonigal, Ph.D.
Fort Hays State University
Sociology

Alexandra Middlewood, Ph.D.
Wichita State University
Political Science

Leslie Watson-Divittore, M.S.
Research Coordinator Administrative Specialist

Brett Zollinger, Ph.D.
Director 

Jian Sun, Ph.D.
Assistant Director

Michael Walker, M.S.
Research Scholar

Marisa M. Johnson, M.B.A.
Administrative Specialist



about FHSU

Kansas Museums Association  -  
Wichita State University - Public 
listening session, membership 
survey, board goals, and strategies 
session
Tebo Library - Fort Hays State 
University - Hays, Kansas

Ponca City Development Authority - Ponca City, 
Oklahoma - Mail and online surveys assessing labor 
force availability in north central Oklahoma and south 
central Kansas 
Chillicothe Development, Inc.  - Chillicothe, Missouri - 
Mail and online surveys assessing labor force availability
in north central Missouri
Central Missouri Economic Development Alliance - 

The Center for Counseling and Consultation - Great 
Bend, Kansas - Operational Feasibility Study of a 
Crisis Intervention Center (CIC)

MABLE Grant - Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, Kansas - Grant to advance technologies to 
improve the quality of life and economic empower-
ment 
for persons with disabilities through an indoor 

National Science Foundation Robert Noyce Grant - Science Teachers for 
Rural America, A Post-Baccalaureate STEM Teacher 
Licensure Program to Prepare Teachers for Rural Places - Fort Hays State 
University, Hays, Kansas - Third-party evaluation including online surveys, 
focus groups, key informant interviews, reviewing outcomes, and 
assessing program progress
National Science Foundation Robert Noyce Grant - Recruiting, 
Preparing, and Retaining STEM Teachers of Western Kansas - Fort Hays 
State University, Hays, Kansas - Third-party evaluation including online 
surveys, focus groups, key informant interviews, reviewing outcomes, 
and assessing program progress
National Science Foundation Robert Noyce Grant - Certified Rural 
Enhanced STEM Teachers (CREST) - Fort Hays State University, Hays, 
Kansas - Third-party evaluation including online surveys, focus groups, 
key informant interviews, reviewing outcomes, and assessing program 
progress

National Science Foundation’s Grant - Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, Kansas - Grant to advance health equity for gender-based 
violence survivors in Western Kansas, including design, data collection, and 
data analysis


