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Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra 
2024 U.S. Tour 

Conductors 
Nayden Todorov, Principal Conductor 

Derek Gleeson, Principal Guest Conductor 
Christo Pavlov, Associate Conductor 

Beethoven:  Coriolan Overture, Op 62 

Beethoven:  Piano Concerto No 5 in E flat Major, Op 73 

Intermission 

Beethoven:  Symphony No 7 in A Major, Op 92 

SOFIA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

Founded in 1892 as Guards Symphony Orchestra, in 1938 after fusion with the Academic Symphony Orchestra transformed into 
Royal Military Symphony Orchestra, after 1945 the SOFIA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA became the national orchestra of Bulgaria 
and has long established itself as one of the leading cultural institutions, representative of the overall contemporary musical 
culture of the country. The orchestra’s high artistic achievement is associated with the names of prominent figures such as Sasha 
Popov, Konstantin Iliev, Dobrin Petkov, Vassil Stefanov, Vladi Simeonov, Vassil Kazandjiev, Dimitar Manolov, Emil Tabakov, Julian 
Kovatchev, Nayden Todorov. Unforgettable in the chronicle of the Philharmonic are the instances of co-operation with 
personalities such as conductors Bruno Walter, Hermann Abendroth, Kurt Masur, Gennady Rozhdestvensky, Valery Gergiev, Yuri 
Simonov, Yuri Temirkanov, Igor MarkeviTch, Carlo Zecchi, Karl Österreichher, Karlheinz Stockhausen, Neville Marriner, Charles 
Dutoit, Marin Alsop, Frédéric Chaslin, Gianluigi Gelmetti and others. Soloists who have performed with the orchestra were David 
Oistrakh, Sviatoslav Richter, Emil Gilels, Alexis Weissenberg, Dmitri Shostakovich, Mstislav Rostropovich, Vladimir Spivakov, 
Ruggiero Ricci, Ghena Dimitrova, Jose Carreras, Julian Rachlin, Placido Domingo, Sarah Chang, Thomas Hampson, Yuri Bashmet, 
Tabea Zimmermann, Elena Bashkirova, Alexandrina Pendatchanska, Sonya Yoncheva, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Maxim Vengerov, 
Svetlin Rоussev, Angela Gheorghiu, Vadim Repin, Paul Badura-Skoda, Joshua Bell, Dmitri Ratser, Elīna Garanča, Sharon Kam, Ivo 
Pogorelić, Martha Argerich, Viktoria Mullova, Mischa Maisky, Shlomo Mintz, Gidon Kremer and many more world-renowned 
artists. 

The repertoire of the Sofia Philharmonic comprises works from the entire historically available range of music – from classical to 
contemporary opuses, including premiere performances of numerous works by Bulgarian composers. The orchestra has garnered 
substantial recognition all over the world. It has guest-performed with great success in the major musical centres across Europe 
(Austria, Belgium, Great Britain, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, Luxembourg, Netherland, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
Slovenia, Turkey, France, Croatia, Switzerland), Asia (China, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Japan), and North America, and has 
received frenetic acclaim even from the most demanding of audiences. The Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra was awarded many 
prestigious accolades including: “Musician of the Year” , “Golden Lyre” , “Golden Stave”, “Golden Quill”, “Crystal Lyre”, the 
Honorary Sign of Sofia, the Honorary Sign of the President of Bulgaria. From 2017, general director of the Sofia Philharmonic is 
maestro Nayden Todorov. 



Derek Gleeson

Principle conductor

Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Dublin
Philharmonic Orchestra

In 2020 Maestro Gleeson was named principle conductor
of the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra.

Born in Dublin, Ireland (a U.S./Irish dual citizen), Derek
Gleeson studied piano, percussion, composition and
conducting at the music conservatories of Dublin, London
and Vienna, and film scoring at the University of California,
Los Angeles. By the age of 11, Gleeson was the recipient
of many piano and percussion competition prizes within
Ireland and Great Britain. At the age of 15 he represented
Ireland as a conductor in the European Community Youth
Orchestra, where he had the opportunity to perform at the
leading European music festivals, such as Salzburg,
Edinburgh and Lucerne Festivals under the direction of
Maestros Herbert von Karajan, Claudio Abbado, Leonard
Bernstein, Sir George Solti and others. These early
experiences directed him toward a career in conducting. In

1984 he was a first prize winner of the London Symphony Orchestra’s music scholarship.

As a Guest conductor, Maestro Gleeson performed conducted The London Symphony Orchestra, the
BBC Orchestras, the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and the Chamber Orchestra of Europe. He was
Music Director of the Rűckert Orchestra of Dublin (1990 through 1993), and since 1997, he has been
permanent Music Director of The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra.

An ardent champion of contemporary music, Gleeson has provided many premier performances of works
by living composers, his own works also being performed in Europe and the U.S. In 2004, Gleeson's
concert work titled "Buenos Aires" premiered in Buenos Aires, Argentina. His recordings as conductor
include premieres of contemporary American and Irish composers with The Dublin Philharmonic
Orchestra and Philharmonia Bulgarica.

Amongst others, Gleeson has conducted The London Philharmonic Orchestra, the RTE Concert
Orchestra (Ireland's national broadcaster), The National Symphony Orchestra of Ireland, The Dublin
Philharmonic Orchestra (Ireland), Orchestra Da Camera Fiorentina (Italy), The Brohuslav Martinu
Philharmonic (Czech Republic) Karlovy Vary Symphony Orchestra (Czech Republic) Hradec Kralove
Symphony Orchestra (Czech Republic), Czech National Symphony Orchestra, Prague Philharmonic
Orchestra. The Beijing Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Symphonique de Bretagne (France), RTL
Orchestra (Luxembourg), NOS Orchestra (Holland), The Rűckert Orchestra (Ireland), The Danish Radio
Concert Orchestra (Denmark), Orchestra of the Sadlers Wells Royal Ballet (England), Bulgarian National



Radio Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonica Bulgarica, The Vratza Philharmonic, Plovdiv State Opera,
Varna State Opera, and Burgas Opera/Philharmonic (Bulgaria), The Los Angeles Composers Guild
Chamber Orchestra. Maestro Gleeson's extraordinary conducting talent also extends to opera. Repertoire
includes performances of Verdi's La Traviata, Il Trovatore, Rigoletto, and Un Ballo in Maschera, Mozart's
La Nozze di Figaro, Don Giovanni, Cosi Fan Tutte, and The Magic Flute, Bizet's Carmen, and
Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin. Gleeson conducted Rigoletto or the Anna Livia International Opera
Festival in Dublin.

In 2009, as Music Director and Conductor, Gleeson and The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra embarked on
its inaugural United States ten-week tour of 49-cities in 24 states, presented under the auspices of
Columbia Artists Management, Inc. In July 2010, Maestro Gleeson and the all-Irish DPO toured
extensively in China, including China’s important World Expo Program, as well as two concerts in
Beijing’s most important Opera House, televised throughout China to over 400 million people. In 2014
Gleeson returned to China for a Gala TV broadcast performance at The Great Hall of the People, with
The National Symphony Orchestra of China.

In January 2016 Gleeson again toured China, with The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2017 Gleeson
toured China with the Czech National Symphony Orchestra. In 2016, Gleeson was appointed Principal
Guest Conductor of The Harbin Symphony Orchestra, Harbin, China. In 2020, Gleeson was appointed
permanent principle conductor of the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra of Bulgaria.

Gleeson will tour the USA in 2024 with the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra.
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2023-2024 ENCORE SERIES

FOREVER YOUNG

THE KINGS OF QUEEN

THE SILHOUETTES

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2024

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2024

TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2024

COMING THIS SPRING

@FHSUENCORESERIES

WWW.FHSU.EDU/ENCORE 

Purchase tickets online https://www.fhsu.edu/encore/, or by calling 785-628-5305.



SOFIA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

Founded in 1892 as Guards Symphony Orchestra, in 1938 after fusion with the Academic Symphony Orchestra transformed into 
Royal Military Symphony Orchestra, after 1945 the SOFIA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA became the national orchestra of Bulgaria 
and has long established itself as one of the leading cultural institutions, representative of the overall contemporary musical 
culture of the country. The orchestra’s high artistic achievement is associated with the names of prominent figures such as Sasha 
Popov, Konstantin Iliev, Dobrin Petkov, Vassil Stefanov, Vladi Simeonov, Vassil Kazandjiev, Dimitar Manolov, Emil Tabakov, Julian 
Kovatchev, Nayden Todorov. Unforgettable in the chronicle of the Philharmonic are the instances of co-operation with 
personalities such as conductors Bruno Walter, Hermann Abendroth, Kurt Masur, Gennady Rozhdestvensky, Valery Gergiev, Yuri 
Simonov, Yuri Temirkanov, Igor MarkeviTch, Carlo Zecchi, Karl Österreichher, Karlheinz Stockhausen, Neville Marriner, Charles 
Dutoit, Marin Alsop, Frédéric Chaslin, Gianluigi Gelmetti and others. Soloists who have performed with the orchestra were David 
Oistrakh, Sviatoslav Richter, Emil Gilels, Alexis Weissenberg, Dmitri Shostakovich, Mstislav Rostropovich, Vladimir Spivakov, 
Ruggiero Ricci, Ghena Dimitrova, Jose Carreras, Julian Rachlin, Placido Domingo, Sarah Chang, Thomas Hampson, Yuri Bashmet, 
Tabea Zimmermann, Elena Bashkirova, Alexandrina Pendatchanska, Sonya Yoncheva, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Maxim Vengerov, 
Svetlin Rоussev, Angela Gheorghiu, Vadim Repin, Paul Badura-Skoda, Joshua Bell, Dmitri Ratser, Elīna Garanča, Sharon Kam, Ivo 
Pogorelić, Martha Argerich, Viktoria Mullova, Mischa Maisky, Shlomo Mintz, Gidon Kremer and many more world-renowned 
artists. 

The repertoire of the Sofia Philharmonic comprises works from the entire historically available range of music – from classical to 
contemporary opuses, including premiere performances of numerous works by Bulgarian composers. The orchestra has garnered 
substantial recognition all over the world. It has guest-performed with great success in the major musical centres across Europe 
(Austria, Belgium, Great Britain, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, Luxembourg, Netherland, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
Slovenia, Turkey, France, Croatia, Switzerland), Asia (China, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Japan), and North America, and has 
received frenetic acclaim even from the most demanding of audiences. The Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra was awarded many 
prestigious accolades including: “Musician of the Year” , “Golden Lyre” , “Golden Stave”, “Golden Quill”, “Crystal Lyre”, the 
Honorary Sign of Sofia, the Honorary Sign of the President of Bulgaria. From 2017, general director of the Sofia Philharmonic is 
maestro Nayden Todorov. 
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Larry & Judy Getty
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Sheryle Robinson
Dean & Janet Stramel
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Supporter
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Michael & Ione Slattery
Stockton Dental Center
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Dave & Cathy VanDoren
George & Carol Vitztum
Brad & Theresa Wagner
Alan & Jan White
Ross & Cindi Wilson
Lanee Young

Donor
Marcy Allenbaugh
Greg & Pam Augustine
Gary & Sheryl Blair
Ward & Crystal Craig
Conni & Marion Dreher
Sharon K. Dreher
Katy Hayden
Elizabeth Innes
Jim Logback
Dr. Marcella Marez
Kathy Meier
Dale & Kathy Montgomery
Patty Nicholas
Michael & Sheri Page
Albert & Arlene Pfeifer
Dan & Mary Kay Schippers
Jean Scofield
Rich & Patty Sieker
Greg & Theresa Simpson
Brittney Squire
Diana Staab
Mary Ann Thompson
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Jeff & Kelly Ackerman
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Pam Allen
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Greg & Pam Augustine
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Marcia Bannister
Lexey Bartlett
Jean Basgall
Margie Batson
Lyndsey Baughman
Andrew & Paula Beck
Mark & Jan Bieker
Kathleen Bittner
Gary & Sheryl Blair
Dee Bodine
David & Kim Bollig
Jerry & Sue Boos
Diane Boyd
Kelly & Lawrence Bradshaw
Alisha Brantley
Cathy Braun
Jacky Braun
Kaylene Brin

Jim & Anne Brull
Rob Byer
Greg & Julie Cahoj
Stephanie Calvery
Louis Caplan
Rita Lee Carswell
Mary Jo Chambers
Jim & Corrine Clark
Barbara Clinkscales
Schuyler Coates
Matt & Kathleen Cook
Nancy Costigan Talbott
Bob & Sheryl Cox 
MaryAnn Coyne
Ward & Crystal Craig
Betsy Crawford
Patty Currey
Re & Twila Custer
Shannon Deitering
I.B. Dent
Brian & Michelle DeWitt
Joyce Dinges
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Karen Dougherty
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Your destination for 
arts and entertainment

Proud Supporter
FHSU Encore Series

Hays Symphony by CJ Snaps - Photography by Caitlin Leiker

Discover more events at VisitHays.com

785.628.8202 @HaysCVB

All cell phones, tablets, and other mobile devices must be turned off during 

The use of cameras, flashes, and recording devices during performances is
strictly prohibited unless otherwise noted.
Please check all coats in the Coat Room ahead of the performance.
Please remain in your seat during the performance when house lights are off.
Guests are encourage to use the restroom before the show and during
intermission.
No food or drink is allowed in the theatre and may only be consumed in the
lobby.
Don't be afraid to laugh, applaud, and show your appreciation for the
performers' hard work.

      all performances.

THEATRE ETIQUETTE

 GENERAL INFORMATION
Doors open 30 minutes prior to curtain time. 
Please arrive 15-30 minutes before the start of the performance. Individuals will not
be seated after a performance begins except at appropriate times during the
program. Patrons may be asked to stand at the back of the hall or sit in the
unreserved seating section.
Accessible seating areas are available in the Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center.
Please let us know if seating in this area is required and if a guest will need a seat
nearby.
To preserve the theater experience, children age 4 and under will not be admitted.
Use discretion in deciding if programs are suitable for children 5-17 years in age; all
children must have tickets and sit in their own seats.

Specially designed hearing aids, using the stage sound, are
complimentary at the box office.

Special thanks to the

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
FHSU Faculty & Staff
Dr. Ivalah Allen
Ms. Schuyler Coates
Ms. Kathleen Cook
Ms. Emily Dougherty
Dr. Kaley Klaus
Ms. Karen Pfeifer
Dr. Janet Stramel
Dr. Lanee Young

 

Community Liaisons FHSU Students
Ms. Melissa Dixon
Mr. Todd Sandoval
Mr. Rich Sieker
Ms. Mary Ann Thompson
 

Ms. Shyra Herrman
Ms. Alisha Brantley

Ms. Edie McCracken, Chair
Mr. Luke LeCount, Technical
     Director
Mr. Troy Keller, Assistant
     Technical Director
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377 Mopar Dr, Hays, KS 67601 (785) 625-3344 http://www.marriott.com

Free high speed internet & WiFi
Spacious and modern guest roomsSeparate spaces for work and rest 

Free hot breakfast

24/7 Fitness CenterSwimming Pool

Fairfield Inn 
by Marriott

Travel with confidence by checking into the Fairfield Inn by Marriott 
in Hays, Kansas, with outstanding service to make all of your travels easy 

and comfortable at an exceptional value.

At the Fairfield Inn and Suites in Hays, you're our #1 priority. We promise you'll be 
satisfied or we'll make it right. 

That's our commitment to you. 



Providing 
Dental Implants

+ full scope oral surgery care

Excellence 
• Mayo Clinic trained

Experience 
• Providing implant care for 30 years

Exceptional Care
• Trained & caring team
• We work with your dentist to  

deliver the care you need

Located in Hays, Kansas  
and serves central and  
western Kansas.

Kurt F. Martin  
DDS, MD

canterburyoms.com
canterburyoms@mac.com

2901 Canterbury Drive
Hays, KS 67601785.628.1079
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Year after year we find ourselves struggling to find the 
perfect presents for our loved ones. Avoid the last-minute 

panic this season by giving the gift of education. 

Not only is the gift of education meaningful, quick and 
simple, but an education never gets old, outgrown or 
goes out of style. This thoughtful gift option can be 

life-changing for a student at Fort Hays State. 

What a lovely way to celebrate the Christmas spirit 
and to spread hope and joy!

Make a gift of any size online by visiting

foundation.fhsu.edu/donate, call 785-628-5620 to 
make your gift over the phone with a credit card or 
mail your check to FHSU Foundation, PO Box 1060, 

Hays, KS 67601.

G I V E  T H E  G I F T  O F

E D U C A T I O N



Jeff Pinkney CPA, Inc.

Certified Public Accountant

1513 E 27th St
Hays, KS 67601
(785) 628-3811

826 Washington
Ellis, KS 67637
(785) 726-3650

www.jeffpinkneycpa.com

Jeff Pinkney CPA, Inc. is proud to serve clients 
throughout the Northwest Kansas area. Our 

practice is comprised of sixteen employees with 
locations in Hays and Ellis. 

We pride ourselves in providing 
excellent service and top-quality tax planning, 

preparation, bookkeeping and payroll services to 
meet the needs of our individual and business 

clients. Our goal is to partner with you to identify 
the goals and objectives you have for your business 

and work with you to achieve those goals.

Firm Profile



ADVANCED
REAL ESTATECOMPANY, AP. .

FARM & RANCH

We help you BUY or SELL:Residential, Commercial, Farm and Ranch

Give us a call; Lyn Klein, Broker 785-432-3322
Luke Scoby, Agent 785-650-3237

Visit us at; Advanced Real Estate Co., PA
219B WEST 10TH

HAYS, KS 67601
 www.advancedhays.comOr

www.CarZoneKS.com 
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SLOAN
ENGINEERING AND 

CONSULTING 
CONTACT US 

hale@sloanec.com
785-621-4692

1070 Mt. Pleasant Road
Hays, KS 67601

WHAT WE DO
• Roadway and street design 
• Storm-water modeling, analysis and design including 

filtration and detention 
• Water modeling, supply and distribution 
• Wasterwater collection systems 
• Feasibility studies, planning and due diligence 
• Concept plans and budget projections 
• Land and site development (residential, commercial, 

and industrial)
• Municipal infrastructure, permitting, and grants 
• All levels of government engineering consultation and 

representation 
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