
Practicum Assessment and Competency 

Evaluation 

The Fort Hays State University Social Work Program uses the FHSU Practicum 
Assessment and Competency Evaluation (PACE) to support and document student 
learning throughout the practicum experience. The PACE provides a structured 
method for evaluating the practice behaviors associated with the nine Council on 
Social Work Education (CSWE) competencies and encourages ongoing discussion of 
professional growth within the field setting. 

The PACE remains active throughout the semester and is submitted at two designated 
points: midterm and final. Because student learning and skill development occur over 
time, ratings may be adjusted as new competencies are demonstrated and additional 
experiences are gained. Each submission represents a checkpoint in the student's 
professional development and provides an opportunity to reflect on progress achieved 
to that point. 

The PACE is intended to be completed collaboratively by the student and Field 
Instructor. Feedback provided through ratings and comments should reflect the 
student's current level of performance and encourage thoughtful discussion regarding 
strengths, areas for continued growth, and goals for the remainder of the practicum 
experience. Comments recorded at the midterm checkpoint serve as a reference point 
for continued learning and may be revisited as the student progresses. 

The PACE is designed to foster ongoing communication among the student, Field 
Instructor, and Field Liaison while documenting the student's progression toward 
entry-level social work practice. 
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