FHSU Photo Contest 2027
Official Rules & Submission Guidelines
1. Contest Purpose
The FHSU Photo Contest is designed to refresh and replace photographs displayed in different locations throughout the campus of Fort Hays State University.   The contest celebrates campus life, creativity, and Tiger Pride through images captured by FHSU students, faculty, and staff.
2. Hosting Contest 
Host is responsible for the cost associated with the contest in their facility.  Agreement to be a host of the contest entails taking on the responsibility of purchasing the supplies needed to fulfill the requirements of the contest.  To include printing of the photos, purchase of the frames, mats, plaques and all supplies not listed.  Host of event will also provide 1-2 members to the FHSU Photo Contest to be judges and participate in the process.  The committee will take on the responsibility of advertising, creating the certificates and communication with the participants. 
Contest host for 2027 is Allied Health, photographs to be placed in the newly renovated Stroup Hall. 
3. Eligibility
· Open to:
· Current FHSU students
· Current FHSU faculty and staff
· Participants may submit photos only in the category for which they are eligible (Student or Faculty/Staff).
· Committee members involved in final photo selection may submit photos but may be excluded from voting decisions involving their own work.
4. Photo Categories
All submissions must fall into one of the following categories:
1. Western Kansas Rural Landscapes
· Wheat fields, milo harvest, Kansas sunset, old barns, wildlife, etc. 
2. Student Life
· Campus events and activities (e.g., Back-to-School Picnic, SGA meetings, Tree Lighting, campus gatherings)
3. Structures on Campus and or FHSU Facilities
· Campus buildings, landmarks, or architectural details
4. Tiger Pride
· Broad representations of campus spirit and life
· Examples include professors teaching, students studying or relaxing on campus, spontaneous campus moments, or school traditions
· Photos of students/professors/staff
5. Student Instruction (Featuring Stroup Hall)
· Student Instruction
· Campus Professors
· Simulation labs
5. Submission Limits
· Each participant may submit up to 4 photos per category (recommended: 1–2).
· Total submissions per participant may not exceed 4 photos.
· Photos may only be submitted once and must not have been previously displayed in the Memorial Union.
· All photos will be submitted through the “Artwork Archive” program.
· All photo submissions must have been taken within the past 2 years. 
6. Photo Requirements & Technical Standards
To ensure high-quality display prints, all photos must meet the following standards:
· Camera Quality
· Photos must be taken with a high-quality camera capable of producing print-quality images
· Professional cameras or advanced digital cameras are strongly encouraged
· Resolution
· Minimum resolution: 300 DPI
· Minimum image size: 4000 x 3000 pixels
· File Format
· JPEG (.jpg) or PNG (.png) only
· Color
· Color or black-and-white photos are acceptable
· Editing
· Basic editing allowed (cropping, brightness, contrast, color correction)
· Heavy filters, excessive manipulation, or AI-generated content is not permitted
7. Content Guidelines
All submitted photos must adhere to the following:
· Photos must be taken on the FHSU campus including all athletic facilities, Sternberg Museum, the Wetlands Center, the University Farm and all partner universities. 
· No alcohol or depiction of alcohol-related activities
· No nudity or sexually explicit content
· No content that is offensive, discriminatory, or inappropriate for a public campus space
· Photos must reflect the values and mission of FHSU
· AI content will be prohibited and disqualified
· No watermarks
· No signatures
8. Photo Release & Permissions
· If identifiable individuals appear in a photo:
· A signed photo release form is required for each identifiable person, this would mainly be for instances where participants are in private areas. 
· 
[bookmark: _MON_1833103273] Link to the Photo release form: 
· For group photos taken at public campus events:
· The committee may waive individual releases at its discretion
· Submissions without required releases may be disqualified
9. Submission Process, does not open until the first day of classes for Spring 2027.
· Photos must be submitted via:
· Artwork Archive program through Tiger Link
· Required submission information:
· Photographer’s name
· FHSU affiliation (Student or Faculty/Staff)
· Category selection
· Photo title (optional)
· Brief description (optional)
· Uploaded photo file
· Submission deadline: TBD
10. Selection & Voting Process
· Photos will be reviewed by and voted on by a selection committee.
· Selection criteria include:
· Photo quality
· Creativity
· Relevance to category
· Representation of campus life
11. Display & Recognition
· Selected photos will be:
· Professionally printed and displayed in Stroup Hall for a minimum of 5 years
· Plaque with title of photo, name of photographer next to photos display
· Winners will be recognized at the SOAR awards, TBD
· Non-selected photos may be:
· Displayed in a slideshow on Memorial Union TVs for one week following winner announcements
· Photos may also be incorporated into an Art Walk
· 2027 Winners will receive a monetary award. 
12. Length of Display
· Winning photos will remain on display for 5 years. 
· The contest may be held annually or bi-annually, pending future committee decisions
13. Rights & Usage
· Photographers retain ownership of their images
· By submitting, participants grant FHSU permission to:
· Display submitted photos on campus
· Use photos for promotional purposes related to the contest
· Printed photos will be returned or archived according to future display plans
14. Disqualification
The committee reserves the right to disqualify any submission that:
· Violates contest rules
· Fails to meet technical or content standards
· Lacks required photo release documentation
15. Questions
For questions regarding the contest or submission process, contact:
Amy Wasinger, MU 208, amwasinger5@fhsu.edu, 785-628-5515
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Photo Release Form

Memorial Union Photo Contest

Photographer Information

· Photographer Name: ______________________________________

· FHSU Affiliation: ☐ Student ☐ Faculty ☐ Staff

· Email Address: __________________________________________

· Phone Number: _________________________________________

Photo Information

· Photo Title (if applicable): ______________________________

· Category:
☐ Athletics
☐ Student Life
☐ Structures on Campus
☐ Tiger Pride

· Date Photo Was Taken: _________________________________

· Location on Campus: ___________________________________

Participant Information

(For each identifiable person in the photo)

· Name: ________________________________________________

· Email or Phone: _______________________________________

☐ Check here if participant is under 18 years of age
(If checked, a parent/guardian must complete the section on the back of form.)

Consent & Release Agreement

I hereby grant Fort Hays State University (FHSU) permission to use my likeness as it appears in the photograph described above. I understand that the photograph may be used for the following purposes:

· Display in the Memorial Union and other campus facilities

· Inclusion in campus art displays and Art Walks

· Promotional and marketing materials related to the Photo Contest

· Digital displays, university websites, and social media related to FHSU

I acknowledge that:

· The photograph was taken on the FHSU campus

· I will not receive compensation for the use of my image

· FHSU may reproduce, display, and distribute the image without limitation related to time or geography

· I release FHSU from any claims related to the use of this image

Signature

Participant Signature: ___________________________________
Date: ___________________



Parent / Guardian Consent (Required if participant is under 18)

I am the parent or legal guardian of the minor named above and consent to the use of their image as described in this release.

· Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________

· Signature: ____________________________________________

· Date: ___________________

For Office Use Only

· Photo Accepted: ☐ Yes ☐ No

· Release Verified: ☐ Yes ☐ No

· Notes: ___________________________________________________


