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Overview

I. Introductions & Learning Outcomes
II. An Introduction to Civic Learning & Democratic Engagement 

(CLDE)
I. A Crucible Moment: College Learning & Democracy’s Future
II. Five Things Student Affairs Professionals Can Do to Institutionalize Civic 

Engagement

III. A New CLDE Mode: The CLDE Emergent Theory of Change
IV. Theory to Practice: Connecting CLDE to Student Career 

Development
V. Moving Forward



Learning Outcomes

As a result of attending this session, participants will:

• Examine the continuum of civic-based definitions employed on 
campuses related to civic learning & democratic engagement 
(CLDE).

• Article how students can benefit the greater common good of 
society through career connections.

• Describe the role of student affairs professionals and programs 
in educating students about careers for the common good.



An Introduction to CLDE:
Key Terminology

• Community service

• Volunteerism

• Philanthropy

• Service-learning

• Civic engagement

• Democratic civic engagement

• Civic learning

• Civic efficacy



An Introduction to CLDE:
Why?

• Intersection between higher education & civic learning

• Capacity to bridge education for, with, and within communities

• Campus-wide effort



An Introduction to CLDE
NASPA



An Introduction to CLDE
A Crucible Moment

• Why education for democratic 
citizenship matters

• Crucible moments of civic learning: 
Then & now

• Education for democracy in the 21st

century: A national call to action

• Trailblazers for civic learning: From 
periphery to pervasiveness

• A foundation partially laid: 
Pathways to democratic 
engagement



An Introduction to CLDE
Five Things

• Recognize that successful civic 
engagement efforts are an 
expression of the central mission of 
the institution.

• Establish clear definitions of civic 
engagement.

• Create a campus ethos for civic 
engagement.

• Use the many channels of the co-
curriculum.

• Know if you are being successful.



A New CLDE Model



Theory to Practice
First-Year Learning Communities

Artful Minds (2017)

Athletes Today, Leaders Tomorrow (2015)

BeFit: BeneFit from Wellness (2012)

Earth Rise! (2015)

Everybody’s Business (2013)

Galen Initiative (2014)

Global Justice (2013)

Go Global! (2011)

Heart & Mind: Philosophizing About the Arts
(2012)

Health Professions (2014)

Help Starts Here (2016)

Ideas Change the World (2012)

Imaging with Tiger Pride (2017)

L3: Live. Learn. Lead. (2010)

Let’s Talk (2017)

Nightingale Power (2014)

Opportunity Through Education (2013)

Outdoor Adventure & Wide World of Sports
(2014)

PIs: Psych Investigators (2011)

Students Without Borders (2016)

Tiger Traditions (2016)

Zeneration One (2017)
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Theory to Practice
Summer Serviceship Fellowship



Theory to Practice
Summer Serviceship Fellowship

Carlie Snethen, 2016 Summer Serviceship Fellow for Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland



Theory to Practice
Summer Serviceship Fellowship



Moving Forward Across the
Sunflower State
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