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Department of Early College Programs                                    Custer Hall 241A 
Will Burns, Director                        785-628-4709 
wlburns@fhsu.edu                                    www.fhsu.edu/kams 
                  www.fhsu.edu/ams  
  
Overview: The Early College Programs at Fort Hays State University provide a residential learning experience 
for exceptional high school juniors and seniors with an interest in mathematics and science.  Over the course 
of the two years, students receive 68 hours of college credit, earn their high school diploma, conduct hands on 
research, develop leadership and civic engagement skills, and participate in co-curricular and extra-curricular 
activities.  
 
Points of Pride: 
 The KAMS/AMS graduating class of 2023 achieved an average composite ACT score of 31.  Students 

who score a 31 ACT composite score are in the top 95th percentile out of the 1.9 million students that 
participated in the ACT in 2022-2023.     

 The KAMS/AMS graduating class of 2023 received a little over 1 million dollars in scholarships, which is 
an incredible amount, considering how the smaller number of graduates compared to past years.      

 Early College Programs graduated the fifth official class of AMS students.  AMS students hailed from 
China and South Korea.    

 Academic Excellence: 15 students earned a perfect 4.0 GPA in the fall of 2022. 15 students earned a 
perfect 4.0 GPA in the spring of 2023.  

 Academic Excellence:  22 students earned Dean’s Honor Roll recognition in the fall of 2022.  24 
students earned Dean’s Honor Roll recognition in the spring of 2023.   

 Success in competitions, activities, and campus involvement: 
o Numerous students provided countless service hours during a variety of volunteer service 

opportunities on campus and in the Hays community.   
o 22 KAMS and AMS students participated in the annual John Heinrichs Scholarly and Creative 

Activities Day here at FHSU, in April. 
o 6 KAMS/AMS students competed in the annual AMC 12 national, mathematics exam.  
o 6 KAMS/AMS students competed in the fall Mini Math Madness competition.  
o Director Will Burns presented about KAMS to the Hays Optimist Club in January. 
o VEX Robotics: From Zachary Pixler, the instructor aiding our students in their robotics research: 

"We are competing at the ITEEA (International Technology & Engineering Education 
Association) National Conference in Minneapolis, MN, April 12-15. This group of students work 
very diligently when we meet once a week! They were given the prompt in the form of the 
competition rule book and set out to design and build a competitive robot! I’m looking forward 
to watching them compete at the national level with our TEECA (Technology and Engineering 
Education Collegiate Association) club!"  Student list: Mark Hamrick Kaijie Wen, Sanghoon Lee, 
Seung Hyeok Jang, and Marina Profeti 

o KAMS senior, Quinton Shepard was named a “Hansen Scholar” by the Dane G Hansen 
Foundation.   

o Biology/Chemistry: KAMS Junior Hazel Frans and AMS Senior Muyang "Hanson" Xu are doing 
their program research with the FHSU Biology Department. Hanson's research is using 
CRISPR/Cas9 to mutate proteins that are involved in plant leaf stem cell proliferation. With the 
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same technology, Hazel Frans and KAMS Senior Isaac Knight (not pictured) are researching the 
asymmetrical leaf gene (AS2).  Student List: Muyang Xu, Hazel Frans, Isaac Knight 

o AMS Senior Muyang "Hanson" Xu presented his molecular biology research at the Kansas IDeA 
Network for Biological Research Excellence (K-INBRE) Symposium. The conference took place in 
Overland Park, KS in early January. Hanson's research topic is: Using CRISP Technology to 
Generate Mutations in Genes Encoding Proteins Required to Regulate Cell Differentiation 
During Leaf Development in Arabidopsis Thaliana. 

o Electric Vehicle App & Design: From Joseph Chretien, the instructor aiding our students in their 
Electric Vehicle App & Design research: "This is a special group of students. They are currently 
working on their SACAD posters. They also take time to work on the cars to get them ready for 
our races. Soon we will be practicing driving in preparation for our races. Some were here last 
semester to have a hand in designing our new car and they will be working on that one also as 
the semester progresses."  Student list: Lyric Yost, Lawson Ricke, Kyle Wasinger, Binyu Yan, and 
Brandt Hagen. 

o AMS seniors, Jennie Wang and Zichun Su, were selected to present their psychology research at 
the annual Rocky Mountain Psychology Association (RMPA), which will take place on April 13th.   

o KAMS Senior Griffin Davies also attended the Kansas IDeA Network K-INBRE Symposium. He 
plans to continue the research he has started with Dr. James Balthazor as a traditional FHSU 
student after completing the KAMS program in May 2023. 

o KAMS Senior Cosmo Jarboe and KAMS Juniors Audrey Caleb & Yves Shapland took part in the 
North American Computational Linguistics Open Competition (NACLO). 

o KAMS Junior Emma Cohn received an award of recognition from the FHSU Athletics 
Department for achieving academic excellence while being a member of the Fort Hays State 
University Pep Band. 

o Congratulations to KAMS Junior, Elijah Beauchamp, on placing 2nd in Java programming in the 
Kansas Business Professionals of America's competition. Elijah also placed in the top 10 for 
Information Technology and Computer Programming Concepts. Good luck in the upcoming 
national competition! 

o KAMS seniors, Kyron Saunders and Anniston Anderson were selected and have successfully 
participated in FHSU VIP Student Ambassador program. 

o KAMS seniors, Kyron Saunders, Dayne Locke, Gideon Fox, Adam Vincent, and Quinton Shepard, 
received a national certification in high-level/advanced rocketry.  This rocketry research group 
also qualified to compete in a national rocketry competition that will be taking place in the 
month of May, in Wisconsin.  To help pay their way and cover costs, this particular rocketry 
group created a presentation and proposal for local business, “Enersys”.  Due to their proposal, 
Enersys provided the students with $500.    

o KAMS senior, Kyron Saunders, was named “2023 Kansas Governor’s Scholar”.    
o 18 KAMS/AMS students took part in the 2023 KAMS/AMS Spring Break Trip to the Colorado 

Springs and Denver area.  The trip was led by Director Will Burns and provided many 
opportunities for students to experience local history, culture, geography, etc.   

o KAMS Senior, Anniston Anderson, helped to create and run the first annual, “Arc Cornhole 
Tournament” in early April.  The event was well attended and helped raise funds and 
recognition for individuals with physical and intellectual disabilities within Hays and 
surrounding communities. 
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o KAMS juniors, Tuley Gilliland and Hazel Frans, were selected as Fort Hays State University 2023-24 VIP 
Ambassadors. 

o KAMS seniors, Kadrian Ayarza and Ryan Swafford were awarded 1st place in the Undergraduate:  
Empirical Poster Presentation category during FHSU’s SACAD 2023. 

o Numerous KAMS/AMS students participated in creating and racing in several Kansas Electro 
Rally car races in the spring of 2023.  KAMS/AMS participants were:  Binyu “Lawrence” Yan, 
Lyric Yost, Lawson Ricke, Kyle Wasinger, and Brandt Hagen.  Professor Joe Chritien was the 
coach and research mentor for the team.   

o KAMS juniors, Hazel Frans, was selected as a KC Scholar winner.  This is a scholarship worth 
$50,000 to use after she completes KAMS as a senior.   

o KAMS Senior, Anniston Anderson and Director Will Burns were featured on KWCH (CBS Wichita 
news station), highlighting the KAMS program. 

o Over 30 students participated in the 4th annual KAMS/AMS Prom in late April. 
o KAMS Seniors (Quinton Shepard, Gideon Fox, Dayne Locke, and Kyron Saunders) attended a 

rocketry event in Blue Harbor Resort, Sheboygan, WI.  Dr. Paul Adams was the lead research 
mentor and coach with this project.   

o KAMS Senior, Kadrian Ayarza earned a full ride scholarship to Wichita State University, called 
the “Shocker Promise Scholarship”.   
 
 

 Provided a variety of programming and events for students to participate in: 
o Disc Golf 
o Black Panther Movie Night with Will at the AMC 
o Weekly Breathe Break 
o Mindfulness and Yoga 
o College Application Work Nights 
o “Putt Putt with Will” 
o Oktoberfest BBQ for KAMS/AMS Students 
o Linguistics Club 
o Custer Hall Halloween Costume Party 
o Scholars Bowl 
o Physics Bowl 
o AMC 12 
o NACLO competition 
o Science Café and Dinner for KAMS/AMS students.   
o Math Madness 
o KAMS/AMS Prom 
o Senior Picnic  
o Spring Break Trip for KAMS/AMS students to Colorado Springs and Denver 
o Custer Hall Council Events 
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Focus Areas for 2022-2023: 
 Continue to focus on increasing applications for domestic students. The goal is to grow to capacity of 

40 domestic students for the entering class for Fall 2023.  This has been extremely challenging due to a 
multitude of issues:  instability created by COVID and lack of interest in KAMS due to public high 
schools increasingly offering STEM curriculum (along with discounted college credit).  Having said this, 
we are confident that the program will start to grow more and more, as we adapt to marketing in a 
“post-COVID world” and adjust our curriculum (specifically mathematics) to meet the needs of our 
current and prospective students.  We have shifted some of our marketing to include “Early College 
Programs” while promoting KAMS and AMS, as we hope this will catch the attention of individuals who 
may not be interested when they first see information about mathematics and science.  There were 
quite a few “new” strategies involved this year, as we are trying to avoid being stagnant in our 
recruitment efforts from year to year.  One example of this, is the Wichita-area high school “KAMS Bus 
Tour” that occurred in February.  Over 30 Wichita area students attended the event, where we 
provided a KAMS information session, tours, etc.  The event was a success and garnered much interest.       

 Continue to focus on increasing applications for international students. The goal is to grow to capacity 
of 40 international students for the entering class for Fall 2023.  This AMS recruitment cycle, our 
international partners/agencies again struggled to secure prospective students and families, due to so 
many unknowns about COVID-19, visa access, international travel, etc.  However, this has gotten better 
and is slowly improving compared to last year.  “Normal operations” for the country of Georgia and 
South Korea have resumed.  Unfortunately, recruitment travel to China is still negatively impacted by 
COVID and other geopolitical issues between China and the United States.  Surprisingly, we do believe 
we will have around 6 to 8 new Chinese students attend this coming fall of 2023 (which is up from the 
past few years).  Due to the strained relationship between the United States and China, which has 
progressively worsened over the past four years, we have been very intentional to shift our time, 
energy, and resources to our partnership in the county of Georgia and a newly created partnership 
with an agency in Taiwan.   

 Sadly, our total enrollment for the KAMS/AMS programs for the 2022-2023 academic year as only 41 
students.  Hopefully, we are seeing a bit of an upward trend for the 2023-2024 academic year, as our 
projections (if all students come) will be right around 50 total students.  We recognize that this is still 
too low, but we are excited about a small rebound in numbers.   

 Establish additional international partnerships for admission, research, and cultural exchange.  A few 
examples of this include: 

o Last year, we were able to create an incentive program for our international partners.  
Markham (international agency from China) was the only agency able to capitalize this 
academic year, but every agency we have spoken to, sees this as a great way to increase overall 
numbers.   

o This year, Director Will Burns was able to present to over 100 individuals (via Zoom) from the 
country of Taiwan.  The majority of these individuals were with high schools from across the 
country of Taiwan.  After meeting with several educational agencies in the Taipei area, AMS is 
in the process of finalizing a new partnership with the “Lincoln Consultant Group” in Taiwan.  
They are deeply connected to many of the high schools that attended the online presentation 
about AMS.  It is our hope that this new partnership will develop a pipeline of Taiwanese 
students to attend AMS at FHSU.   
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o This was the first year that Early College Programs housed minor students who do not attend 
KAMS or AMS.  Last year, we created the “TMP Boarding Program” where TMP international 
students could have a choice of staying in Custer Hall or with a host family connected with TMP.  
Three TMP Boarders lived in Custer Hall for the 22-23 academic year.  Not only did this provide 
diversity to our campus and spread good will to TMP, it provided FHSU/Res Life with a few 
additional dollars for housing from these students.  The pilot year of this program was 
considered a success and we will likely continue to house TMP Boarders in to the future (until 
space fills fully with KAMS/AMS students).    

o In spring of 23, we provided a cultural, geological, and historical trip that focused on the 
Colorado Springs and Denver areas.  A total of 16 KAMS and AMS students participated.   

 This was the third year of our transcript partnership with TMP High School.  TMP houses our 
international students’ transcripts.  Although only in its third year, we feel strongly that this is a 
valuable partnership and that TMP’s service to our staff and students has been once again 
phenomenal.   Our goal is to strengthen this partnership with TMP and even crate a “pipeline” of AMS 
international students that attend TMP for 9th and 10th grades before coming to FHSU for AMS.  Some 
of this will also be done through our ability to host the “TMP Boarding Program” here in Custer Hall, 
which is mentioned above.  An example of this pipeline is the fact that we have a 10th grade Korean 
student who utilizes Guardian EDU.  This specific student lived in our residence hall, but attended TMP 
for his 10th grade year.  This student will join AMS as an 11th grader for the 23-24 academic year.        

 Continue to focus on social/emotional/mental health and support for our KAMS/AMS students.  This is 
the fourth year of our “Weekly Wellness Sessions” where staff members from KAMS/AMS create a 
variety of wellness activities for students to participate in throughout the year.   

 This is the fourth year for our evening college application counseling sessions for our seniors.  
Numerous sessions took place in the fall 22 semester for our seniors.  These consisted of very 
individualized advising sessions where our Assistant Director (Sherri Matlock) worked one-on-one with 
students.  Our goal is to continue to provide these evening work sessions.  In addition, we hope to 
increase the number of students attending each of these evening work sessions. 

 We successfully and thoughtfully updated our handbook language (with the help of university legal 
counsel and Title IX coordinator) to include more gender-inclusive language.  Custer Hall policies were 
also updated to be more gender-inclusive.  Plans with Residential Life, FHSU’s Title IX Cooridnator, 
FHSU Legal Counsel, and other stakeholders are still taking shape over the summer, in preparation for 
the 23-24 academic year.     

 One of the best initiatives to occur over this past year, was the fact that an extensive amount of work 
and research took place, to create a comprehensive proposal for our FHSU Academic Counsel, in 
relation to adding much needed flexibility to our curriculum requirements.  This added flexibility in 
mathematics specifically, has alleviated mental health issues within the program (experienced by 
students) and has helped with achieving recruitment, retention, and graduation goals.  A portion of the 
extensive work on this initiative included the creation of “curriculum pathways” for students:  
https://www.fhsu.edu/kams/curriculum  
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By the Numbers: 
 

KAMS/AMS Class of 2023 – Total of 20 graduating/completing seniors this year.   
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University Acceptance List, as of 3.24.23 

Fort Hays State University  
Iowa State University 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan College 
Marquette University 
North Carolina Central University 
Pennsylvania State University 
Purdue University  
Queens University of Charlotte  
Rutgers University-New Brunswick 
Rutgers University-Newark 
Southwestern College 
St. John’s College, Annapolis  
St. John’s College, Santa Fe 
Temple University 
University of Arkansas 
University of California–Riverside 
University of California–San Diego  
University of Colorado Boulder 
University of Detroit Mercy 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
University of Kansas 
University of Minnesota 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas 
University of New Mexico  
University of North Carolina-Charlotte 
University of North Carolina-Greensboro 
University of Oklahoma  
University of the Pacific Northwest 
Washburn University 
Washington University-St. Louis  
Wichita State University 
Winthrop University 
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